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International application No. 
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International filing date 

(day/monm/yeaO 08/04/2005 


Applicant 
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1 . rZ] The applicant Is hereby notified that the international search report and the written opinion of the International Searching 
Authority have tieen established and are transmitted herewith. 

Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the International Application (see Rule 46): 
When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the data of transmittal of the 
Inlemationai Search Report; however, fOr more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet 

Where? Directly to the intematlonal Bureau of WiPO, 34 chemin des Coiombetiss 

121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Fasdmlle No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 
For more detailed Instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet 

2 1 I The applicant is heretjy notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
— Arllcie 17(2)(a) id that effect and the written opinion of the Intematlonal Searching Authority are transmiaed herewith. 

3. With regard Id the protest against payment of (an) additional fae(s) under Rule 402, the applicant is notified that: 

I I the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmltled to the intematlonal Bureau togetherwilh the 
— applicant's request to fonvard the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 
I I no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Reminders 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the Intematlonal application will be published by the 
International Bureau. If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international 
application, or of the priority claim, must reach the international Bureau as provided In Rules 90MS.1 and 90t)te.3, respectively, 
betore the completion of the technical preparations tor international publication. 

The applicant may submit comments on an Informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority to the 
Intematlonal Bureau. The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an 
international preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. These comments would also be made available to 
the public but not before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international preiiminan|' 
examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the prions 
date (in some Offices even later); othenwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority date, perfonn the prescribed 
acts tor entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

In respect of other desigiated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed within 1 9 
months. 

See the Annex to Fonn PCT/lB/301 and, for details about the applicable time limits. Office by Office, see the PCT Appllcanfs 
Guide, Volume II, National Chapters and the WIPO internet site. 



Name and mailing address of the international Searching Authority 
European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280 HV F«|swljk 

Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



J 



Authorized officer 

Carole Emery 



Form PCT/ISA/220 (January 2004) 



(See notes on acoompanyhg sheet) 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISAa20 



Thaaa Notes are intended to give the baaio inatnictiona conoemlng ttie tiling of emendmente under article 19. The 
Motes are based on the requirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations and the Admlniatratiw Inatructions 
under that Treaty. In case of discrepancy between these Notes and those requiraniants, the latter are applioabi*. For mora 
detailed information, sea also the PCT Applioant's Guide, a putilioation of WIPO. 

In these Notes, 'Article', 'Rule', and 'Section* refer to theprovisians of the PCT, the PCT Regulations and ttia PCT 
Adminialrative Instnictions respectively. 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 



The appNoant has, after having received the international search report, one opportunity to amend the claims of ttie 
international application. N should however be emphasized that, ainea dl parts of the international application (doims, 
description and drawings) may be amended during the International preliminary examination procedure, there is usually 
no need to file amendments of the claims under Article 1 9 except where, e.g. the applieant wania the latter to be publiahed 
for the purpoaes of provisional protection or has another reason lor unending the otainw before intemtfonal pixjiieatlon. 
Furthannore, it should be emphaatzed that praviaional protection is avaHabla in some Stales only. 



What parts of the Intematlotial appllcallan may be amended? 

Under Article 1 9, only the elaima may be amended 

During the international phase, the doims may also be amended (or further amended) under Article 34 before 
the International Preliminary Examining Authority. The deeeriplion and drawings may only be amended under 
Article 34 before the International Examining AiMnrity. 

Upon entry into the national phaae, an ports of the inlemaliondl applioation may be amended under Article 28 
or, where applioatile, Artide 41. 



When? WitWn 2 monthe from the date of Iransmittaf of the international aeareh report or 16 monttia from the priority 

date, whichever time limit expiree later. It ahould be noted, however, that the amendments wHI be oonaidarsd 
as having beenraooivedan time if they are raeahied by the Intamational Bureau after the expiratian of the 
applicable time limit but before the eompletian of the technioat preparations tor intamational puUioation 
(Rule 46.1). 



When not to Me the amandmants? 

The amendments may only be filed with Ihe International Bureau and not with the receiving Offioe or the 
International Searching Authority (Rule 46.^. 

Where a damand for kitemoHonai preSminafy examination haa been /Is filed, aee below. 



How? Either by cancelling one or more entirs daima, liy adding one or more new daims or by amending the text of 

one or more of the doima aa fifod. 

A replacement sheet must ba submittsd for each sheet of the daims which, on account of an amendment or 
amendments, differs from the sheet originally filed. 

All the daime appmmir^ on a replacement sheet must be numbered in Arabic numerals. Where a doim is 
cancelled, no renumliering of the other elaima ia required. In al oases wtMie daims are ranumtsered, they must 
be renumfaersd ooneaoutively (Administrative Instructions, Section 205(b)). 

The amendments must ba made In the language In which tiie intern oU on d application lata be puMtahad. 



What documents must/may accompany the amendments? 
Letter (Section 205(b)): 

The amendments must be aulxnittad with a letter. 

The lellerwfl not be published wih the intemationdapplieatian and the amended dams. It should not be 

confused with the 'Statement under Artida 19(1)' (see below, under 'Statement under Article 19(1}*). 

The letter must be In English or F=rench, at the choice of the applicant However, If the language of the 
intemational application Is EngUsh, the letter mint be In Engllah; H the language of tha intaraaUoml appNcaOan 
is Freneti, the Mter must ba In Francti. 



Notes to Fomn PCT/ISA/220 (first sheet) (January 1 994) 

BNSDCXID: <XS ISA220NCieNP4J_> 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 (oontiiHiad) 



The lattar must indicate the difference* between the claims as filed and the daims as amended. It must, in 
particular, ind«ate, ir< connection with each daim appearing in the international applioaiion (it being understood 
that idantieal indtcations conoeming several claims may be gRN9ed),whethar 

(i) the claim is unchanged; 

01} the claim is eaneallad; 

fn) the daim Is new; 

Civ) the claim raplaoas one or more claims as filed; 

the claim is the r«sun of the division of a daim oiiad. 



The follawing examplea illualrate llw manner bi whieti amandmanta mualba explainad In lha 
■coampanying iatian 

1 . [Where originaly there were 48 daima and alter amendment of some daims there are 51]: 
*aainis 1 to 29, 31 , 32, 34, 35, 37 to 48 replaoed by amended claims bearing the same numbera; 

daims 30, 33 and 36 unchanged; new daims 49 to 51 added* 

2. (Where originally there were 1 5 daima and after amendment of all daims there are 11 ]: 
"Cldma 1 to IS rsplaoed by amended daims 1 to 11.* 

3. (Where originally lhara ware 14 daima and the amendments consist in cancdiing aoma daims and in adding 
new claims]: 

■Cldms 1 to 6 and 14 unohanged; daima 7 to 13 oanoaled; new daims IS, 16 and 17 added' or 
*Clainis 7to 13 eanceled: new dahna IS, 16 and 17 added; al other daima unchanged.* 

4. [Where various kinds of amendments are made]: 

'Qdms 1-10 unchanged; daims 1 1 to 1 3, 1 8 and 1 9 cancelled; elaima 1 4, 1 5 and 1 6 repiaced by amended 
daim 1 4; daim 1 7 aubdimdad into amended daim* 1 5, 1 6 and 1 7; new daima 20 and 21 added.* 



-Stalwnant Hndar aMda 19(1)" (Rula 464) 

The ameridments may be accompanied by a statement explaining lha amandmanta and indteaiing any impad 
that auoh amendments might have on the das e ripti on and the drawings (wrhich eannol be awianded under 
Aitiala19(1)). 

The statement will be puUishsd with the intemationd appHoation and the amended daima. 

II muat b« In the languaga bi which lha InlamaUonal appplleallan la to ba puMiahad. 

II muat ba brief, not exceeding 500 worda if in Engliah or if trandatad into EngBsh. 

It should not bo confused wlh and dose not replaee the letter indioaling the dHfereneea behwean the dahna 
as filed and a* amended. It must be Hod en a aaparate eheet and muat ba identified aa auoh by a headbig, 

preferatily by using the wordi 'Statement under Aftide 19(1).* 

It may not contdn any disparaging comments on the intemationd search raport or the relevanoe of diatione 
oontdned in that repoit. Relsrenea to dlations, rdevant to a givan daim, eontained in the intamatiand saardi 
raport may be made ody in eonnoetion with an amendment of that ddm. 



Consequence If a demand for bitsfnatlond prdlmlnary axamlnatlon has already been filed 

If, at the time of filing any amandmanta under Article 1 9, a demand for international prdiminaiy axaniinaiion 
has already been submitted, the applicant muat preferalily, at the aame tima of filing the amandmanla with the 
IntemMiond Bureau, also file a copy of audi amendmenta with the Intemationd Prdiminaiy Examining 
Authority (aee Rule 62.2(i). fint aantanoa). 



Cenaaquanoa with regard to translation of the intematlonal appllcatlan for entry ferto the natlond phaaa 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact thd, wtiers iqxm entry into the ndional phase, a irandation of the 
daims as amended under Article 1 9 may have to be hffniahad to the dedgnatedMaotad Offioaa, inataad of. or 
in addition to, the translation of the dwms as filed. 

For hjrther detdb on the lequirsmenta of eaoh dedgnatadteleeted Office, see Volume II of the PCT Appticanfa 

Guidi. 



Notes to Fomi PCT/ISA/220 (second shed) (January 1994) 
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PAl -NT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicanf 8 or agenf s file reference 

5489.P092PCT 


FOR FURTHER see f=orm PCT/ISA/220 

ACTION ^ w^'^ applicable, item 5 below. 


Interriational application No. 
PCT/US2005/011886 


intemational filing date (day/month/year) 
08/04/2005 


(Earliest) Pitorlty Date (dayAnonth/year) 
09/04/2004 


Applicant 

NOVERA OPTICS, INC. 



Tills Intemational Search Report has been prepared by this international Searching Auttiority and Is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 



This Intemationai Search Report consists of a total of. 



. sheets. 



jx] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document dted In this report 



1. Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the intemational search was carried out on the basis of the intemational application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless othenwise Indicated under this item. 

I I The International search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the intemational application furnished to 

' this Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. 1^ With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 

2. Q Certain claims were found urwearehabia (See Box 11). 

3. Q Unity of Invention Is lacidng (see Box III). 

4. With regard to the titie, 

[x] the text Is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



OOOCKrTlNG REQUIRE 

Ivl.A 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

[x] the text Is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

[ I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as It appears in Box No. tv. The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this intemationai search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published virlth the abstract is Figure No. 2 

I I as suggested by the applicant 

fx] as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
I I as setected by this Auttiority, because this figure better characterizes the invention. 

b. none of the figures is to be published with the abstract 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERN 'ONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Intematio pplleatlon No 

PCT/US2005/011886 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 H04J14/02 



According lo Inlemallonal Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national dassiflcallon and IPC 



B. RELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentalbn searched (dassificaUon system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 H04J H04B 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fleUs searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the intemational search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ° 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to dalm No. 



WO 03/055111 A (NOKIA CORPORATION; 

TERVONEN, ARI; HIIRONEN, OLLI-PEKKA) 

3 July 2003 (2003-07-03) 

page 1, line 5 - line 12 

page 11, line 26 - page 17, line 7 

EP 0 782 285 A (AT&T CORP) 

2 July 1997 (1997-07-02) 

column 1, line 7 - line 10 

column 3, line 3 - line 14 

column 3, line 24 - column 4, line 19 

column 6, line 8 - column 11, line 16 

EP 0 938 205 A (JDS FITEL INC) 
25 August 1999 (1999-08-25) 



1-22 



1-22 



2,3. 
11-14 



paragraph 
paragraph 



'0001! 
'0029! 



-/-- 



Furtherdocuments are listed in the continuation of box C. 



Patent family membeis are listed In annex. 



■ Special categories of dted documents : 

■A' document defining the general state of the ait which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
'E' earlier document but published on or after the intemational 

filing date 

•L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s)or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other spedal reason (as specified) 

'O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

*P* document published prior to the intemational filing date but 
later than the priortty date claimed 



"T* later document pubfished alter the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
dted to understand the principle or theory undertyingthe 
Invention 

'X' document of paitlcular relevance: the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
Invohfe an riventlve step when the document Is taken alone 

■Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered to invohre an inventive step when the 
document Is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person sMIed 
in the art. 

document member of the same patent famliy 



Date of the actual completion of the intemational search 



28 July 2005 



Dale of maDing of the Intemational search report 



04/08/2005 



Nanne and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Palenllaan 2 
NL-2280HV Rljswl|k 
Tel (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Alonso Martin, M.E. 



Fomi PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (Januaty 2004) 



page 1 of 2 



INTERNA!' ^lAL SEARCH REPORT 



Intemaitlonal Icatlon No 

PCT/US2005/011886 



C.<Contlnuatlon) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Categoiy ° Citation of document, with indication, wtere appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to daim No. 



EP 1 388 963 A (CHOI, JUN-KOOK) 
11 February 2004 (2004-02-11) 
paragraph '0001! 

paragraph '0084! - paragraph '0089! 



15,16 



Foim PCT/ISA/210 (oontkiuation of second sheet) (January 2004) 



page 2 of 2 



INTERN' "ON AL SEARCH REPORT 

Inlormauwn on patent family members 


Intematio 

PCT/US2 


pplication No 

Q05/011886 


Patent document 
cited in search report 


Put>licatlon 
date 


Patent family 
member(s) 


Publication 
dale 



WO 03055111 A 03-07-2003 AU 2002366915 Al 09-07-2003 

EP 1464131 Al 06-10-2004 

WO 03055111 Al 03-07-2003 

US 2005036785 Al 17-02-2005 



EP 


0782285 


A 


02- 


-07- 


■1997 


US 


5808764 A 


15-09-1998 










CA 


2191156 Al 


29-06-1997 














EP 


0782285 A2 


02-07-1997 














JP 


9200148 A 


31-07-1997 


EP 


0938205 


A 


25- 


-08- 


-1999 


US 


5943149 A 


24-08-1999 










CA 


2255346 Al 


18-08-1999 














EP 


0938205 A2 


25-08-1999 














JP 


11337765 A 


10-12-1999 


EP 


1388963 


A 


11- 


-02- 


-2004 


CN 


1481105 A 


10-03-2004 










EP 


1388963 A2 


11-02-2004 














JP 


2004112763 A 


08-04-2004 














US 


2004033076 Al 


19-02-2004 



Fonti PCT/ISA/21 0 (patent lamily annex) (January 2004) 



PA NT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 

see form PCT/ISA/220 


PCI 

WRITTEN OPINION Or THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

yryj 1 nUie '*oDIS. 1 ) 


Date of mailing 

(day*nonth/year) see form PCT/IS A21 0 (second sheet) 


Applicant's or agents file reference 

see form PCT/lSA/220 


FOR FUFUHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 


International application No. International filing date (day^nonth^ear) Priority data (dayAnon^ear) 
PCTAJS2005/011886 08.04.2005 09.04.2004 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
H04J14/02 


Applicant 

NOVERA OPTICS, INC. 





Box 


No. 


1 




Box 


No. 


II 


□ 


Box 


No. 


III 


□ 


Box 


No. 


IV 




Box 


No. 


V 


□ 


Box 


No. 


VI 


□ 


Box 


No. 


VII 


□ 


Box 


No. 


VIII 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 

Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43t>/s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

□ Box No. VIII Certain obsen/ations on the international application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA"). However, this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notlfed the 
International Bureau under Rule 66.1b/5(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCT/ISA£20 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCTyiSA^O. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCTyiSA220. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA: 



European Patent Office - P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280 HV Rijswijk - Pays Bas 
Tel. +31 70 340 - 2040 Tx: 31 651 epo nl 
Fax: +31 70 340-3016 



Authorized Officer 

Alonso Martin, M.E. 

Telephone No. +31 70 340-1992 



Forni (PCT4SA/237) (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/US2005A)11886 



Box No. I Basis of the opinton 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this Item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international applicatton in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 



3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/br table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



Box No. II Priority 

1 . y The validity of the priority claim has not been considered because the International Searching Authority 

does not have in its possession a copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed or, where 
required, a translation of that earlier applicatton. This opinion has nevertheless been established on the 
assumption that the relevant date (Rules 43Ms.1 and 64.1) is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules ASbisA and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Form PCT4SA/237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCTAJS2005y011886 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43d/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and exptanations supporting sucti statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


2,3,11-16 




No: 


Claims 


1,4-10.17-22 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-22 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-22 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate slieet 



Form pens Al 237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/US2005/011886 



Re tern V 

Reasoned statement wKh regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations and 
explanations supporting sucii statement 



Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : WO 03/0551 1 1 A (NOKIA CORPORATION; TERVONEN, ARI; HIIRONEN, OLLI- 

PEKKA) 3 July 2003 (2003-07-03) 
D2: EP-A-0 782 285 (AT&T CORP) 2 July 1 997 (1 997-07-02) 
D3: EP-A-0 938 205 (JDS FITEL INC) 25 August 1999 (1 999-08-25) 
D4: EP-A-1 388 963 (CHOI, JUN-KOOK) 1 1 February 2004 (2004-02-1 1 ) 



1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1,4-10 and 17-22 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

1.1 The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document) 
a wavelength division multiplexing passive optical network for performing bi-directional 
communication (page 1, lines 5-12), the wavelength division multiplexing passive optical 
network comprising two or more remote distribution nodes in between a central office 
and a first optical network unit (page 1 1 , lines 26-29; Fig. 5), each remote distribution 
node located in a physically separate location (page 1 1 , lines 30-31 : "not necessarily 
located at the same place") and a remote distribution node is conencted to two or more 
optical network units (page 1 1 , lines 28-29; Fig. 5), wherein each remote distribution 
node separates one or more wavelength channels from a composite optical signal 
distributed through that remote distribution node (page 12, line 5- page 13, line 10). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is also covered by document D2 (column 6, lines 8-58). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 does therefore not meet the requirement of novelty (Article 
33(2) PCT). 

1.2 The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject-matter of the 
corresponding independent claims 17 and 20, which therefore are also considered not 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 1) (EPO-January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
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1 .3 Dependent claims 4 and 5 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect 
of novelty, see document D1 (page 13, lines 12-20; Fig. 5). 

1.5 Dependent claims 6-10 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect 
of novelty, see document D1 (page 12, lines 5- page 13, line 20; Fig. 5). 

1 .7 Dependent claims 1 8, 1 9, 21 and 22 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty, see document D1 (page 1 3, lines 1 1 -20; Fig. 5). 

2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 2, 3 and 11-16 does not involve an inventive step in the sense 
of Article 33(3) PCT. 

2. 1 Dependent claims 2, 3 and 1 1 -1 4 do not contain any features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of inventive step, see document D1 in combination with D3 (paragraph 29). 

2.2 Dependent claims 1 5 and 1 6 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of claim 1 , meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of inventive step, see 
document D1 in combination with D4 (paragraphs 84-89). 
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